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Items needed to teach this merit badge: merit badge book, copies of the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution, copies of the quiz, a white board and markers (or chalkboard).

Scouts should take notes. Scouts will need paper and a pencil.

The scout will also have to bring with him to the class a copy of the letter that he has written to his Congressman or Senator.

Also, requirement #4 must be completed prior to class. The scout should 

be prepared to discuss this.

Class should be completed within a 4 hour period. 
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Requirement 1

After reading the following documents, write a brief description about what each document is. Discuss each with your counselor.

Declaration of Independence:

Tensions between the colonists and the British government had been growing for more than 10 years before war broke out. Until the Declaration of Independence was adopted, the colonists had been demanding their rights as British citizens. After a year of bloody conflict, sentiment among American leaders began to favor compete independence from Britain. The Second Continental Congress met. This was made up of representatives from the 13 colonies. A committee was appointed to draft a statement of independence. Thomas Jefferson wrote most of the declaration and the draft was presented to the Congress. After much discussion and compromises to the document, the Second Continental Congress  adopted it on July 4, 1776.

There are 4 main parts:

1) A preamble which explains why the declaration was written

2) A declaration of rights stating that all men are created equal and have God given 

Rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness

3) A list of 27 complaints against King George III of Great Britain

4) A statement that asserts the 13 colonies are free and independent

The Declaration of Independence asserted the right of a people to choose their own government.

(pages 7-8)

Constitution:

Adopted 13 years after the Declaration of Independence. Originally, each state minted its own money and regulated its own trade. This was called the Articles of Confederation. This resulted in a huge economic slump in the United States. With the frustration of government under the Articles of Confederation, it became apparent that a revision of the articles would not be practical. A majority of the delegates decided to write a new plan of government – the Constitution of the United States.

It consists of a preamble, seven articles and 27 amendments. This document establishes a federal system of government by dividing powers between the national government and the state governments, but gives strong central authority to the national government.

The Constitution established the liberties of American citizens and a strong but responsive form of government.

(pages 8-11)

Preamble to the Constitution:

It is the introduction to the Constitution. It explains the purposes of the law. It clearly affirms that the people, and not the government, were responsible for having laws that would treat all citizens fairly. “We the people” (page 10)

Bill Of Rights: 

The first 10 amendments to the Constitution. They protect individual liberties. 

(talk about each amendment)

(pages 11-12)

Amendments to the Constitution:

Since 1791, the Constitution has been amended 16 times. These amendments reflect the changing needs of American society and the flexibility of the Constitution.

(explain and talk about a few of the amendments [13, 19, 22, 24, 26])

(pages 12-14)

(talk about other changes to the Constitution, page 15)
Requirement 2

The three branches of government are: 

Legislative – two houses of congress – the Senate and the House of Representatives.

They make the laws. (page 17-18)

Executive – President – enforce and administer the laws. (page 19-20)

Judicial – interprets the laws. The Supreme Court is the highest level of the federal court system. It is composed of a chief justice and 8 associate justices.

(explain the other courts, page 20-21)

Explain the checks and balances on each branch:

1) The executive branch (president) can check the judicial branch by appointing judges and granting pardons. The president can check the legislative branch by suggesting legislation, appointing officials, making treaties and setting budgets. The most important check the president has is the power to veto legislation.

2) The judicial branch can check the legislative branch by deciding if their actions are within the framework of the Constitution. It can check the executive branch by deciding if his actions are within the framework of the Constitution and by presiding over presidential impeachments in Congress.

3) The legislative branch can check the judicial branch by determining the jurisdiction of federal courts, by establishing and abolishing lower courts. Congress can check the executive branch by passing legislation over the presidential veto and having the power to impeach the president.

(pages 22-23)

Requirement 3

Outline the relationships between state and federal governments:

1) The national and state governments share the power to govern. The power comes from the people.

2) The federal government has the right to conduct foreign relations, coin money, levy taxes and grant patents and copyrights.

3) The state government regulates marriages, establishes public schools and passes legislation concerning business.

4) Both levels of government may pass legislation concerning taxation, borrowing money, establishing courts, making and enforcing laws, and protecting the health and welfare of the people. If a conflict arises, the national law takes precedence over the state law. 

(page 25)

Requirement 4

Visit ONE of the following places:

A) Visit the National Capitol

B) Visit the State Capitol

C) Tour a federal installation

Explain the experience you had during your visit to the above:

(have the scout explain his trip and what he learned)

Requirement 5

Two senators from my congressional district are:

Jeff Sessions and Richard Shelby

The member of Congress from my congressional district is: 

Bud Cramer

(ask the scout to show you the copy of his letter)

Requirement 6

Below are five important functions of my national government and some of the affects each my have on my family and local community.

FUNCTION: Law Enforcement
AFFECT ON FAMILY: Preserves public order and protects citizen’s freedoms. 

AFFECT ON COMMUNITY: The FBI can help local police to solve a crime.

FUNCTION: Postal System
AFFECT ON FAMILY: Allows you to send items of mail across the country.
AFFECT ON COMMUNITY: Local post offices. Provides jobs.

FUNCTION: Federal Highway Administration

AFFECT ON FAMILY: Allows you to drive from state to state faster.

AFFECT ON COMMUNITY: Allows visitors to spend money in your city.

FUNCTION: Welfare
AFFECT ON FAMILY: Helps needy families with Food Stamps and other supplemental income.

AFFECT ON COMMUNITY: Keeps money flowing within the community. 

FUNCTION: Social Security Administration

AFFECT ON FAMILY: Provides money for retired people.

AFFECT ON COMMUNITY: Keeps money flowing within the community.

FUNCTION: Department of Agriculture

AFFECT ON FAMILY: Keeps food on your table.

AFFECT ON COMMUNITY: Helps keep farmers in business. Local extension offices help educate people.

(pages 31-33)

Requirement 7

What are the main ways that the government is financed?

Taxes – most government revenues are received through taxes. 

Borrowing – the federal government borrows money be selling securities in the form of bonds and treasury notes. An example of this are US Savings Bonds.

Management – several agencies have been established to help manage the finances of the federal government. The treasurer of the United States serves as the manager of government funds and pays all of the bills.

(pages 35-36)

CITIZENSHIP IN THE NATION QUIZ

1) The Declaration of Independence has 4 main parts. Name them.


1.


2.


3.


4.

2) Fill in the blanks:

The Declaration of Independence asserted the _______ of a people to choose their own ________________.

3) The Constitution consists of 3 main parts. Name them.


1.


2.


3.

4) Fill in the blank:

The Constitution established the _____________ of American citizens and a strong but responsive form of government.

5) What are the first 3 words to the Preamble of the Constitution?

6) The first 10 amendments to the Constitution are called what?

7) Name the 3 branches of government.


1.


2.


3.

8) Fill in the blanks:

The national and state governments _________ the power to govern. The power comes from the __________.

9) Name either of your Senators or Congressman.

10) Name 3 major functions of the federal government.


1.


2.


3.

ANSWERS TO THE QUIZ

1.
-  A preamble

- A declaration of rights

- A list of 27 complaints against King George III of Great Britain

- A statement that asserts the 13 colonies are free and independent

2. The Declaration of Independence asserted the right of a people to choose their own government.

3. 
preamble, seven articles and 27 amendments.

4.  The Constitution established the liberties of American citizens and a strong but responsive form of government.

5. “WE THE PEOPLE”
6. BILL OF RIGHTS
7. legislative, executive, judicial

8. The national and state governments share the power to govern. The power comes from the people.

9. (this will be different from each state)

10. Law Enforcement, Postal System, Federal Highway Administration, Welfare, Social Security Administration, Department of Agriculture

